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When you turn 18, according to 

Michigan laws, you reach the age of 

majority. You are then considered an 

adult. Another federal law, the 

Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 

requires this: if you are a student who 

receives services to assist you in 

school, all rights and responsibilities 

covered by this law are transferred 

to you at age 18. If the court has 

given you a guardian, this individual 

will assist you with the rights and 

responsibilities of the IDEA law. 

 

Every year you will meet with your 

school team to develop a plan of 

services called your Individualized 

Educational Plan (IEP). Your parents 

have been doing this with you for 

several years, but now you will have a 

new role as a young adult. It is now 

your job to speak for yourself and to 

make the decisions about your school 

services. 

 

Reaching the Age of Majority means 

two things; you have a whole new set 

of 

(1) Rights and 

(2) Responsibilities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By law, your Rights include:  

 

Giving Consent: 
 

You must give YOUR consent before 
you….. 
 Have any type of evaluation 

 Make changes in your special 

education services 

 Have your records sent to someone 

else, except to another school 

district you are attending. 

 

The following things must happen: 
 The evaluation or change must be 

explained in a way that you will 

understand. 

 You must agree in writing, usually 

by signing a form or letter. 

 You must be told that you have a 

choice about having or not having 

an evaluation and that you can 

change your mind at any time. 

 

Prior Notice: 
 

Your school must tell you, in writing, 

any time it wants to change your 

special education services. If you have 

trouble reading, the school must have 

someone explain it to you so that you 

will understand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide information regarding programs and services available to 
students who may be identified as having a disability as defined under state and federal law. 
 
Oxford Community Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
disability, marital status, height, weight or age.  Board of Education policy forbids acts of illegal 
discrimination in all matters. 
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Evaluation Procedures: 
 

At least every three years you will 

work with school staff to review the 

need for an evaluation, called the 

"multidisciplinary evaluation", or MET, 

to see if you continue to be eligible 

for special education services. 

 

If an evaluation is completed, your 
rights include: 

 

 An interpreter or translator if you 

are deaf, hearing impaired, visually 

impaired or if you speak another 

language. Tests must be given in a 

way so that you can give accurate 

answers. 

 

 Tests cannot discriminate on the 

basis of race, language or cultural 

background. 

 

 The correct tests have to be given 

according to the instructions by 

someone who is well trained. 

 

 People who are trained and 

understand your disability must do 

your evaluation. 

 

 Even though it might take a little 

longer, there need to be at least 

two tests or measures to make 

sure that there is enough 

information to make any decisions 

that are needed. 

 

 

 You must be given the opportunity 

to tell people what you know about 

your disability as well as your 

strengths and abilities. Your 

parents can also give information 

to evaluators if you want. 
 

 When the evaluation is done, all of 

the information must be shared 

with you so that you can help make 

any decisions that need to be made 

by the multidisciplinary team. 

That’s because you are an 

important member of your team! 

Other team members may include a 

teacher who is knowledgeable 

about your learning difficulties. 
 

 You can expect a re-evaluation 

every 3 years, unless you agree 

that it is not necessary. You can 

request a reevaluation at any time, 

but generally not more than once a 

year. 
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Continuum of Services: 
 

The law is very clear that you and 

your school IEP team must consider 

more than one option when planning 

your school program. You need to work 

with school staff to find the best 

choice. 

 

Access to Records: 
 

You have a right to see any records 

that your school keeps about you. You 

may also request that information you 

believe is not accurate or violates 

your rights be removed from your file. 

You must give permission for records 

to be shared with other people 

outside of the school district. 

 

Discipline: 
 

 If you violate your school’s code of 

conduct you can be suspended 

from school for not more than 10 

school days just like any other 

student. 

 

 After the 10th day, your school can 

still suspend you, but needs to 

provide special education services 

to you so that you can continue to 

participate in your school program 

and work on your IEP goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Your school should also offer to 

address your problem 

behaviors/situations so they do 

not occur again. This can be 

done with a Behavior 

Intervention Plan. 

 

 Your school can not use normal 

disciplinary procedures if the 

members of your IEP team 

believe that your 

behavior/situation was directly 

caused by your disability or the 

schools failure to implement 

the IEP. 

 

 Your school district can 

automatically change your 

educational placement if you:  

1) carry or possess a weapon 

2) knowingly possess, use or 

sell drugs 

3) inflict serious injury on 

another person. 

 

 You must be notified by your 

school district on the date they 

decide to take disciplinary 

action against you. 
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Disagreements: 
 

If you disagree with decisions that 

are made by your school team, there 

are lots of things that you should do. 

The first thing is to tell someone on 

your team, or ask someone else, like 

your parents or a friend, to help. 

 

The law also gives you rights, which 
include: 
 

Independent Evaluation: 

This is an evaluation that is done by 

someone who is not employed by your 

school district. 

Independent evaluations are most 

often done when you disagree with 

the results of your MET evaluation, 

and will be paid for by the school, 

unless they are able to show a hearing 

officer that the evaluation they 

completed is appropriate. 

Results of any evaluation you request 

must be considered when you and your 

IEP members make decisions. 
 

 Mediation: 

This is an opportunity to sit down with 

a trained mediator who will help 

everyone solve the problems that have 

created the disagreement. Everyone 

must agree to do this and keep the 

information private. If you disagree 

with your IEP, and want to go to a 

hearing, the first step will be to 

attend a resolution session with your 

school district. 

 

 

 

Hearings and Appeals: 

There are several ways you can 

disagree that involve hearing officers, 

lawyers, even appeals to the Michigan 

Department of Education. 
 

Complaints: 

Complaints about the service you 

receive can be made to the Oakland 

Intermediate School District (ISD) if 

you haven't been able to solve 

problems by talking to your teachers 

or other school staff. The basic 

message here is that you don't have 

to sign anything before you 

understand, and you do not have to 

agree to sign forms if you disagree 

with your plan of services (IEP). You 

have rights and protections under the 

law. 
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By law, you also have some 

Responsibilities: 

 

Responsibilities: 

 

With rights come responsibilities. In 

order for all of this to work right 

there are some things that you need 

to do: 

 

 Follow timelines- If you need to 

respond to the school, you will be 

told in writing. Don't miss 

deadlines because they are usually 

very important. 

 

 Have goals and ideas- You will 

build a good school program on 

them. 

 

 Get the support that you need- 

If you need help reading the 

letters that are sent to you or help 

in understanding information...ASK 

SOMEONE that you trust. 

 

 Tell people about yourself and 

your ideas- You are an adult 

member of the team. 
 

 Take time to listen to what 

people tell you about your 

strengths and abilities. It is how 

you can all work together to make 

good decisions. 
 

 

 

 Learn about your disability- 
Know what works best for you and 

what kind of support you need. In 

the future, people will only provide 

them if you ask. 

 

 Disagreement is OK- Work with 

your team to solve the problems. 

The solutions are there. 

 

 Be your own advocate- Get to 

know yourself and teach others. 
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Transfer of Rights: 
 

Around the time of your seventeenth 

birthday, you will be informed that all 

your special education rights will 

transfer from your parents to you on 

your 18th birthday. This booklet is a 

“student friendly” version of your 

Procedural Safeguards Notice. You 

will receive both, and your family and 

teachers will assure that you 

understand everything. If you don’t 

understand something in this booklet, 

be sure to ask. Get ready to assume 

your rights as an adult!!!! 

 

What the law says: 
 

The regulations to implement IDEA 

require that school districts transfer 

Parental Rights and Procedural 

Safeguards to a student upon 

reaching the age of majority. The 

regulations also require that the 

district provide notice of this 

transfer to both the student and the 

parent at least one year prior to the 

student reaching the age of majority. 

 

§300.320(c) Content of IEP. 

Transfer of Rights. In a State that 

transfers rights at the age of 

majority, beginning at least one year 

before a student reaches the age of 

majority under State law, the 

student’s IEP must include a 

statement that the student has been 

informed of his or her rights under 

Part B of the Act, if any, that will 

transfer to the student on reaching 

the age of majority, consistent with 

§300.520. 

 

§300.520 Transfer of parental 

rights at age of majority. 

(a) General. A State may provide that, 

when a student with a disability 

reaches the age of majority under 

State law that applies to all students 

(except for a student with a disability 

who has been determined to be 

incompetent under State law)  

(1) (i) The public agency shall provide 

any notice required by this part to 

both the individual and the parents; 

and 

(ii) All other rights accorded to 

parents under part B of the Act 

transfer to student and 

(2) All rights accorded to parents 

under part B of the Act transfer to 

students who are incarcerated in an 

adult or juvenile, State or local 

correctional institution. 

(3) Whenever a State transfers 

rights under this part pursuant to 

paragraph (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this 

section, the agency shall notify the 

individual and the parents of the 

transfer of rights. 

(b) Special Rule. If, under State law, a 

State has a mechanism to determine 

that a student with a disability, who 

has reached the age of majority under 

State law that applies to all children 

and has not been determined 
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incompetent under State law, does not 

have the ability to provide informed 

consent with respect to his or her 

educational program, the state shall 

establish procedures for appointing 

the parent, or, if the parent is not 

available another appropriate 

individual, to represent the 

educational interest of the student 

throughout the student’s eligibility 

under Part B of the Act. 

In transferring these rights to the 

student, it is important that first the 

notice be given but also that second, 

the district help the student to 

understand his or her rights. Third, it 

is important to document these 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Questions?????????????? 
 

The following are some questions (Q) 

that might be on your mind and some 

answers (A) that might help you. 

 

Q: Do all of my IDEA rights transfer 
to me when I turn 18 in Michigan? 
 

A: Yes. Under IDEA, a state may 

provide that all rights afforded 

parents under IDEA transfer to you 

when you reach the age of majority, 

unless you continue to need some 

protection and have been determined 

to be incompetent (a legal term that 

describes needing legal protections) 

under state law. 

Michigan has provided that the rights 

accorded under IDEA do transfer 

when the student reaches 18 years of 

age. 

 

When a state provides for your 

transfer of rights upon turning 18, 

your school district must notify your 

parents and you of that transfer of 

rights. Your parents may still get 

notices, but would no longer have the 

right to participate in future IEP 

meetings (although parents could be 

invited by the student or the district) 

or to request a due process hearing. 

There is an exception to this rule. If 

you still need some legal protection 

and cannot give informed consent, a 

parent or other appropriate person 
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can be appointed to represent your 

educational interests. 
 

Q: After I turn 18, is my school 
district required to give my parents 
notice of IEP meetings or notice of 
placement decisions if my parents 
have not obtained guardianship for 
me? 
 

A: Yes. Although a district is still 

required to give notice, all other 

IDEA rights (i.e., requesting due 

process hearings and signing your IEP) 

transfer to you at age 18 in Michigan. 

 

Q: In Michigan, does the parent of a 
student over the age of 18 have the 
right to request a due process 
hearing? 
 

A: No. With the reauthorization of 

the IDEA, 

Congress made provisions for a state 

to provide for the transfer of IDEA 

rights at the age of majority. 

Michigan has done so. Thus, parents 

would no longer have the right to 

request a due process hearing. 

There is also an exception to this rule. 

If the student has not been 

determined to be incompetent, but 

has been determined not to be able to 

give informed consent, a parent or 

other appropriate person must be 

appointed to represent the 

educational interests of the student. 

 

Q: In Michigan, do the parents of a 
student over the age of 18 have the 
right to participate in IEP meetings? 
 

A: No, although they may participate 

if invited by you or your school. 

 

Do you have other questions? You 

can count on your school to provide 

answers! Please ask your teachers, 

counselor and parents. We want to 

help you assume your full rights and 

safeguards as you reach adulthood.  

 

If you have additional questions that 
are not addressed in this handbook, 
you can also contact the Oxford 
Schools Student Services Department 
at 248-969-5074. 
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Acronyms and abbreviations you might 
see on your IEP: 
 

ADD Attention Deficit Disorder 

ADHD Attention Deficit and Hyperactive 

Disorder 

ASD Autism Spectrum Disorder 

AT  Assistive Technology 

BIP Behavior Intervention Plan 

CI Cognitive Impairment 

EDP Educational Development Plan 

EI Emotional Impairment 

FAPE Free Appropriate Public Education 

FBA Functional Behavior Assessment 

GLCE Grade Level Content Expectations 

IDEA Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

IEP Individualized Education Program 

IEPT Individualized Education Planning Team 

ISD Intermediate School District 

LD Learning Disability 

LEA Local Educational Agency 

LRC Learning Resource Center 

LRE Least Restrictive Environment 

MET Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team 

MMC Michigan Merit Curriculum 

OHI Other Health Impairment 

OM Orientation and Mobility Services 

OT        Occupational Therapist 

PC Personal Curriculum 

PI Physical Impairment 

PLAAFP Present Level of Academic and Functional 

Performance 

PSY Psychologist 

PT  Physical Therapist 

RR Resource Room 

TBI Traumatic Brain Injury 

TC  Teacher Consultant 

VI         Visual Impairment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice of Destruction of 

Special Education Records: 

 
The Oxford Community School 

District permanently maintains 

essential special education and 504 

Plan information on all graduated or 

exited students. Upon graduation or 

exit from the district, original paper 

copies of essential special education 

or 504 Plan documents are converted 

to an electronic format and paper 

copies are destroyed. You may inspect 

or take possession of the original 

paper records prior to destruction. 

 

If you would like to take possession 

of paper records prior to 

destruction, please notify the 

Student Services office at 248-

969-5074 by June 30th of the year 

of graduation or exit from the 

Oxford School District.                                                      
 

This document is a publication of: 

 

Oxford Community Schools 

Student Services Department 

10 N. Washington St 

Oxford, MI 48371 

 

Denise J. Sweat,  

Assistant Superintendent of Student Services 
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